

Friday 30th January, 2026 SAID EUCHARIST 
Celebrant and Preacher: Father Colin Jones, Chaplain, St James Porto
This is an extract of the sermon 
Our Synod has ended! Depending on how long I preach, we will be returning home sooner or later. As we do so, we may worry whether we are achieving anything. We may decide that it is all a waste of time and money, just words. We talk, make resolutions and decisions, but we suspect things will carry on as before.
The meaning of "synod" is rooted in two words. Meeting and walking together. You could say that the first synod was when the disciples walked with Jesus in his journey to Jerusalem.
But the disciples on that first synod, walking to Jerusalem, did not appear to achieve anything. They seemed useless, lacking perception.  They argued, jostled in rivalry, they demanded action and action now! Yet, in  the Risen Lord this seemingly ineffective and unpromising band becomes the sign of God's presence , live and salvation.

The lord of the harvest will provide because the lord is with us. This bread and wine is a sign of that eucharistic presence and hope. The lord is with us, what lies before us is with him, it  is beyond our imagination, beyond all our hopes and doubts. As St Paul said,  it is hoping against hope, God's hope beyond our hoping.
The last words of St David, the patron saint of Wales, were, " do simple things well". Our hope is that whatever small deeds we have done in this Synod will bear fruit beyond our imagination in the Risen Lord.

"Jesus also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade. 
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