Gib Synod – 27th January, 2026 – 6pm – ‘Confident Faith, Gospel Action’
Matthew 15.21-28
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 28Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.



“4 there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,”
Ephesians 4.4


Our Synod theme for this year is ‘Confident faith, Gospel action’.
It’s been the theme throughout the diocese for all of its synods over the last year, beginning with the Diocesan Synod last summer.

What is – to start with - a confident faith in our day and age?
And how does it lead to Gospel action?
Well whatever else we might say – 

Well I want to affirm that a confident faith is based on our shared Christian hope.
The hope of our calling as Paul says in Ephesians.

I heard it said recently - that in our age all sorts of people can have faith and show faithfulness in different projects or groups or people
But it is a uniquely Christian thing to focus our lives on hope.

A hope that is not just a rather wishful secular aspiration for a nice and happy future

But something that roots us in the Christian story past and present –
a story that we are all a continuing part of 
and a story that we all are called to be active in.

It’s a narrative that tells us that God continues to create and sustain all of us and our world 
And shows us how to take part in that - through a revealing of how love works.
This is the basis for the hope we share.

In the sort of age that we live in – it seems good to hold out for a different view of human value and communal life - 

Different that is - from that which we hear of - and I think are unwittingly so often influenced by - through the vastly prolific media access we have.
A prevailing view of life in the end – that tells us that human beings are to be treated as consumer objects – to be used and discarded.
And often covers that bleak picture with – nice sounding sentiments.

We see that in the disregard for people as victims of war
We see it - in the poverty that stalks a world with enough for everyone
We see it - in different forms of prejudice and discrimination

Let’s be honest – we are influenced by these things – we are not immune

So let’s choose to be more influenced by a different sort of message – a good news for all people
A part of our calling is – yes indeed - to be immersed in this world in all of its imperfection
But through our own frailty and God’s grace – allow for the possibility of something deeper and more loving to be present.
A seed based on Christian hope to be planted – in the many different situations we find ourselves in.

Christian hope – it seems to me – based on the life, ministry, cross and resurrection of Jesus – is not something that hides from things going wrong  - or from people and politicians saying things that frighten us, or make us angry, or from the sort of violence that we see and hear of.

Christian hope – simply - will not let us just stay with that sort of experience and its negative message. 
But instead reminds us that we have something deeper and more profound to motivate us and to inspire us – and all of this in God’s life that is already in us, through his Spirit and in following his Son.
The ‘hope of our calling’ as Paul tells us.

There’s a lovely phrase – towards the end of 1 Tomothy 6 – where the writer talks of ‘the life that really is life’.
Not then – what we are always presented with – but instead a hope in something that is deeper and that has always been a part of the story that we live – the overflowing love of God.
This is the basis for true hope today for Christian people and for the world.


I spent a good part of last week at the National Archdeacon’s Conference in Derbyshire!
Lucky me eh!
One of our speakers was the Very Rev’d David Hoyle who is Dean of Westminster Abbey.

He was a good speaker as you might imagine
He told us about his work seeming like he was constantly trying to stop the Abbey from tearing apart. 
That was his phrase!
He was not just referring to the architecture but to the relationships within that community.
Just the observation that where people are alongside each other – well there are sometimes some sharp edges!
Maybe this sounds familiar on occasion with our own Christian communities.


But then he told us of some of the monuments within the Abbey.
How they remind us of a bigger picture sometimes – over and above our more immediate issues.

Bishop James Ussher – is there - you may recall that he calculated the date of the creation of the universe from the Biblical text.
4004 BC on 22nd October, at about 6pm – that’s what he said!
His tomb is next to that of Professor Stephen Hawking – who had a somewhat different view - suggesting the ‘big bang’ theory of universal origin, saying that the universe is approximately 13.79 billion years old!

Both Gladstone and Disraeli – Victorian Prime ministers - who hated each other in life – are there side by side in death.

The tomb of Queen Mary Tudor – sits underneath that of her sister Queen Elizabeth 1st – who of course in life was often terrified that her older sister Mary was going to execute her.
And in similar fashion – these two are just near the tomb of Mary Queen of Scots – who was executed on Elizbeth’s orders!

It’s a lovely, perhaps even humorous – way of reminding us that we are part of a greater story.

I guess that’s one of the advantages of being Dean of a place like Westminster Abbey – you get the bigger picture so often!
But it’s a story which has different foundations and content than the seeming superficiality of the world - in day to day life.
A story grounded in the hope - that God is constant and loving.
And that we are known by God.

The Canaanite women in the Gospel reading is acting on that sort of assumption. That there is more here than meets the eye.
That she too can be known by God – and that in that - there is hope for her daughter who is tormented by a demon.

She has hope in God before she fully understands – and that therefore she is for all of us who are in that same situation.

Because let’s face it – at the outset it doesn’t look good for her does it.
In the time in which she lived things were stacked against her – as a women amidst a patriarchal society, as a Gentile foreigner approaching a Jewish rabbi, and simply as a stranger, unknown to Jesus and the group of disciples.

Indeed, initially Jesus does not answer her – and the disciples urge him to send her away!
But she is not easily discouraged – she takes the silence as a moment to press her case further, in fact.

The second time she speaks – there are no titles like ‘son of David’  - just her plea ‘Lord, help me!’
The plea at the heart of the prayers that any of might make on occasion.

Then there is that exchange about ‘not throwing bread to the dogs’ and ‘dogs eating the crumbs from the master’s table’
Which to us sounds really rude to begin with.
But the women doesn’t remonstrate with Jesus does she. She doesn’t assert her rights or call him out or take offense – a rather modern attitude in many ways.
She just asks for what she knows Jesus can do for her and her daughter.
She persists in her faith in God’s presence.

And as a result – the boundary is crossed – the Gentile, woman and stranger – experiences the action of grace, the love of God.
Healing takes place.
And the ‘life that really is life’ is present and seen.


It’s a Gospel account of the deeper story we are all a part of
No one is ‘too far gone’, no one is ‘outside’ the possibility of the kingdom of God breaking in.

This is what we set against the world in which we live
And the situations of conflict and hurt that we witness
Either on the grand scale when we talk about international politics 
Or within our chaplaincy communities as – let’s face it – we sometimes fall out with each other
Or if it is just about the sorts of struggles we know as individuals at times.

In all of these things we remain part of that bigger, deeper narrative – that God holds us in.
That we are called to.
That therefore dictates our action

Think of the example of a chaplaincy within our own diocese – Christ Church in Kiev.
You’d think that there – with all of the regular missile attacks, the constant national uncertainty, loss of power in the cold, loss of living space and loss of loved ones – that all of this might mean a closed chaplaincy and a lack of hope.

But the opposite seems true.
I was talking to my archdeacon colleague Leslie Nathaniel about the chaplaincy just a few days ago.
He’s Archdeacon of the Esat
At Christ Church - congregational numbers are up.
All of the major feast days are being celebrated
While they do not have their own priest, clergy from neighbouring countries are there regularly twice a month to provide the eucharist and pastoral care – travelling often dangerous journeys to do so.
The community there provides pastoral support to others in Kiev.
Lay people – congregation members - are keeping the chaplaincy going during challenging times.
It is in fact thriving.

Confident faith, Gospel action
Based on a living Christian hope.
Being a part of the bigger story.

We are beginning our own Archdeaconry Synod
We gather to think about our life together – we bring the diverse experience of being Christian – in the Anglican way – in the places in which we live.

Let our prayer be one of holding fast to the hope that God - in the life of Jesus and through the presence of his Spirit – sets before us.

“4 there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,”
Ephesians 4.4

Amen.
